The Institute of Foresters of Australia
ABN 48 083 197 586

PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
8 October 2010
Dear Prime Minister Gillard,
Increasing native vegetation into parts of the previously cleared
Agricultural landscape
Australia desperately needs to increase native vegetation in many parts of
the previously cleared agricultural landscape. This is required for carbon
sequestration, biodiversity value and, if done correctly, to sustainably
produce local timbers. Moreover, properly integrated revegetation
projects in addition to the many economic, social, cultural and
environmental benefits, can enhance ties between town and country.
Landcare, Greening Australia, Greenfleet and other groups run numerous
small-scale works, and some larger regional programs, and many
individuals have a vision that much larger integrated plantings would
improve our farming landscapes.
An Institute of Foresters of Australia forum on 18 August brought
together professional foresters, landowners and land managers to explore
practical and organizational options to achieve this goal. This forum urged
immediate government commitment to action.
We recognise with some satisfaction that major political parties are at last
saying they will increase carbon sequestration in Australia by better
managing and by increasing forests and woodlands on private land. These
policy outlines, however, must be followed by real action, funding and
coordination.
We therefore call for the following:
•

Allocating substantial funds to an Australia-wide project to establish
thousands of hectares of new forest and woodland on private land,
especially in the Murray-Darling Basin, over the next decade. We note
the Green Corridors plan although there is a lack of detail as to its
practical implementation.
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•

Implementing a regional program through municipalities, Landcare, Greening
Australia, GreenFleet, land management networks, Catchment Management
Austhorities and the many other groups working directly with landowners

•

Technical support (training, facilitation, research, carbon accounting, mapping,
public relations) to be provided by a central NGO (perhaps an Australian
Community Revegetation Corporation to bring together the currently rather
dispersed revegetators), with the capacity to raise corporate and philanthropic
funds, share income with landowners and reinvest profits in further
revegetation

•

Advisory, rather than operational, roles for government natural resource
departments

•

Commencement of pilot projects in 2011 to demonstrate practical action being
implemented and so we do not lose a further year of revegetation opportunities.

We look forward to your response and we will be conducting a follow-up forum in
the coming months to further progress ideas. We would welcome a representative
of your party participating.
Yours sincerely

Michael Ryan
Victorian Chair
Institute of Foresters of Australia

CC:
Mr Tony Abbott Leader Opposition Leader,
Dr Bob Brown Leader Greens
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