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CN30 

Need for trees?

Coordinated action
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CN30
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Vision

Together, we will double the value of Australian red meat 
sales as the trusted source of the highest quality protein.
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Target – for the Australian 
red meat industry to 

achieve net-zero 
greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions by 2030

Coordinated RD&A effort
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GHG emissions are measured and reported by the National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventory accounts under Agricultural 
Emissions and Land Use Land Use Change categories
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Ambitious, achievable

Goal was set in 
2017

355 m ha

<8% landmass 
suitable for crops

<1% intensive

25 m cattle, 68 m 
sheep, 4 m goats
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>$140 million invested since 2017
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Need for trees?
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Carbon neutral vs Climate neutral
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Carbon neutral: 
No net release of GHG’s; metric is GWP100 

Contribution to net GHG 
emissions reduction

%

Trees on farm 44.0

Savannah burning management 23.2

Soil carbon storage 16.9

Improved herd management 8.9

Feed additives – beef cattle pasture 2.4

Feed additives – beef cattle feedlot 2.0

Improved flock management 1.0

Forage crops 0.9

Feed additives – sheep pasture 0.7

Breeding for lower enteric methane emissions
<0.1
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CN30 roadmap

Industry 
leadership

GHG emissions 
avoidance
Grazing properties

Feedlots
Processing facilities

Carbon storage
Grazing properties

Integrated 
management 

systems
Rapid adoption

Carbon accounting
Measurement and reporting
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Carbon storage

• Next generation soil carbon 
measurement

• Mixed species pastures and legumes

• Grazing management

• Trees on-farm (shelterbelts and paddock 
trees)

• Silvopasture

• Dung beetles

• Best practice
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• Improving access to information needed to 
make decisions about tree planting on farm

• Framework to assess impacts: 
• Pasture availability and carrying capacity
• Shade and shelter
• Water availability - reduced evaporation

• Advantages: offset emissions, improve lamb 
production up to 9.2%, market access, co-
benefits (ecosystem services, soil 
health/stabilization, social factors)

• Disadvantages: trade-offs (e.g., costs of taking 
pastures out of production), dependent on 
carbon price

Trees on Farms
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Steak n Wood: demonstrating 
livestock productivity and 
environmental service benefits of 
trees on farm in northern systems
• Examining potential of SPS to: Mitigate GHG, 

Diversify income, Improve productivity, 
Rehabilitate land, Improve animal welfare
• Improve biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services
• To date:

• 6 sites within private native forests (814 ha)
• 7 sites within hardwood plantations (82 ha)

• Sustainable management (right density), increases 
productivity of pastures and timber

• Need to plant the right trees, at the right sites, in 
the right configurations
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Environmental Credentials for Grassfed Beef
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Coordinated Action



INTERNAL

16

Coordinated actions

- Addressing a global challenge requires a coordinated approach

- Synergies between red meat and forestry mean huge opportunities 
through targeted collaboration

- Possible actions? 

- Progress data sharing/demonstration platforms

- Benefits to livestock production of strategic timber plantations/trees on farm

- Geographic mapping of opportunities and potential carbon storage

- Cost/benefits of integrating forests into red meat production areas
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Thank you ☺
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