
Forest Certification & Chain of Custody

Matt de Jongh, Sustainability Manager



Green Building Council of Australia
Responsible Products  Framework Recognition

Our Sustainable Forest Management Standard recognised as ‘Best Practice’ across a number of categories
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Certification Statistics

451 million 
hectares of forest

are PEFC and FSC certified

11.4% of Global 

Forests are certified 

18.7% of certified 

forests are double certified 
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65% PEFC certified

35% FSC certified



Forest certification in Australia and New Zealand

Over 20 million hectares of Australian native and plantation forest is certified

About 1.3 million hectares of plantation forest is certified in New Zealand

Two certification schemes operate in Australia and New Zealand:

• Responsible Wood (PEFC – endorsed scheme)

▪ 19.6 million hectares – Australia 

▪ 0.6 million hectares – New Zealand 

▪ Certifies both native and plantation estate.

• Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

▪ 1.2 million hectares – Australia

▪ 1.3 million hectares – New Zealand 

▪ Certifies primarily plantation estate.

*Data August 2023 



Drivers for Certification
Changing the narrative

Forest managers seek certification for various reasons:
• Enhance environmental management.
• Meet consumer demand for sustainable products.
• Access new markets and customers.
• Demonstrate commitment to responsible practices.
• Contractual obligations.

Certification of ecosystem services aligns with these 
drivers, but independent verification adds credibility to 
the claim: What you say you is is actually what you do.

A mindset shift and changes the narrative beyond just 
harvesting wood and fibre.



Certification 
underpinned by 
global treaties 
and reporting 
mechanisms



Promoting Sustainable Forest Management and Traceability 
across industries

Fashions change, Forests stay

Supporting Sustainable RubberForests are Home

Textiles Pulp, Paper & 
Packaging 

Furniture Natural RubberConstruction

Designing the Future with 
Sustainable Timber

Responsible Packaging









Field Trips

• Promoting sustainable forestry and responsible 
supply chains.

• Offering an inside look at sustainable forestry 
practices. See firsthand the production of the ultimate 
renewable resource - timber.

• Looking to partner with SFM and CoC certificate 
holders.

• First QLD/VIC pilot field trips held in May 2023.

• Noting these are trials initially, with the intention 
to roll these out on a regular basis.







Meet Your 
Certified 
Supplier
• We’ve started a new series that we are publishing 
on our website, E-News and LinkedIn called Meet 
Your Certified Supplier.

• There is a growing number of chain of custody 
certified companies who recognise the role they play 
in protecting the environment and taking significant 
steps to:

• reduce their carbon footprint

• adopt sustainable practices

• Enter new markets

• strengthen social licence

• through independent certification.

• Contact us if you’d have a story you’d like to share!



FWPA Research Proposal
Investigating the Impacts of Certification

Forest and 
Wood Products 

Australia 
(FWPA) 

research 
proposal:

Objective: Evaluate the 
impacts of ecosystem 
services certification.

Areas of study: 
Environmental, 
economic, and 
social impacts.

Expected outcomes: 
Independent analysis and 

validation of impacts.





• Creation and promotion of the brand(s) in relevant 
markets

• Set rules for the use of the logo (eg % content)
• Licensing of certified entities to use logos on-product 

and off-product
• Checking and enforcing logo use rules
• Responsible Wood and PEFC logos
• PEFC endorsement to access international brand
• ACCC licenced and registered trademark

Certification Labels



Why 
certification 
matters, in 
summary

Part of the solution for: 

• forests staying forests

• carbon and climate change mitigation benefits of using 
forest and wood-based products

• forests to provide their ecosystem services to the 
planet and people

• globally recognised and accepted processes applied by 
thousands of companies around the world

• shared responsibility and accountability for traceability 

• balancing environmental, social and economic 
sustainability dimensions 



Thank you.
Questions?
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