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Topics of discussion
• Bushfire risks in the south-west corner. 
• Time since fire, fuel age and fire behaviour?
• Vulnerable communities – what do they look like? 
• Aerial suppression – detection and response.
• Prescribed burn planning
• Seasonality and considerations
• Biodiversity requirements 
• Prescribed burns in the local area – actual 

examples. 
• Cultural fire management. 
• Adaptive management. 



So how did we get here? 



Bushfire risk - context
• O Sullivan fire in Northcliffe - 

98,000 Ha

• Lower Hotham Boddington- 
52,373 Ha

• Yarloop - Waroona  -69,000  
hectares



Summer bushfires 
2015/2016 in the 
South West.

220,000 Ha 



February 2021



10/01/2023 Preston Bushfire



Arson Events - 08/12/2021





Proximity to community 





Role of prescribed burning in fire development
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16yo



Fuel age & fire behaviour











Striking the balance







Margaret River 2011



Vulnerable Communities



Community protection







Spring Vs Autumn





Burn Severity Mapping 



Soft Edge Mosaics 



Cultural Fire 
Management
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